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_.. AND THERE WAS LIFE IN THE VALLEY 


a 


FORT HEBER Sadie Zitting, a professional dressmaker, or V. R. Berglin, 
the tailor who was offering suits made to order from 
eight dollars up. A little liquid refreshment could be had 
at either the Heber or Wasatch Saloons, which also offered 
pure alcohol for medicinal purposes. Traveling around 
the towns of the county one could find one or more general 
stores, blacksmith shops, or meat markets that by now 
had become permanently established. 

Pioneer trades shared importance with merchandis- 

ae 3 ing in the successful establishment of the Wasate 

oes munities. Among the settlers were many rtisans 
who upon arrival in Utah were delegated by the Chureh 
to duties in the new towns and cities in much the same 
Sonn Nee Lend Waitoa manner as were church officials. 
<< Blacksmithing was a trade of importance and long 
SP duration. Blacksmiths shoed the horses and oxen, made 
yokes for the teams, and repaired wagons and farm imple- 
ments. In Wasatch John Davison was the first black- 
smith. His shop in the Fortin Heber was equipped with 
tools which he himself had made from scrap iron.’ 

Other trades familiar to the pioneer scene were 
harness makers, tanners, weavers, dressmakers, cob- 
blers, and fur trappers. Many women engaged in busi- 
ness also, often making and selling hats woven from the 
local straw or baking or cooking. 
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‘Eth Johnson, “Blacksmithing in Wasatch County,” MSS, 
(Daugt of Utah Pioneers Historical Collection, Heber City, 
1952), p. 1. 
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Old Fort Heber showing the locations of the families who built their homes 
there in 1859. 


The area for the fort was 80 rods square, lying between what a 
now First West and Fourth West Streets and 2nd North and 5th North 
Streets. ; f 

Within that fort area the company of men built their houses close 
together, with sufficient openings to let their stock in and out. The houses 

Pig were built with green cottonwood logs that were cut on the river bottoms. 
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